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Theme: God’s Glory Reveals Judgement Pastor Ryan Hochgrebe

FIRST READING: Amos 9:1-10

I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and he said: “Strike the tops of the pillars so that the thresholds shake. Bring them
down on the heads of all the people; those who are left I will kill with the sword. Not one will get away, none will escape.
Though they dig down to the depths below, from there my hand will take them. Though they climb up to the heavens
above, from there I will bring them down. Though they hide themselves on the top of Carmel, there I will hunt them down
and seize them. Though they hide from my eyes at the bottom of the sea, there I will command the serpent to bite them.
Though they are driven into exile by their enemies, there I will command the sword to slay them. “I will keep my eye on
them for harm and not for good.” The Lord, the Lord Almighty—he touches the earth and it melts, and all who live in it
mourn; the whole land rises like the Nile, then sinks like the river of Egypt; he builds his lofty palace[a] in the heavens and
sets its foundation on the earth; he calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land—the Lord is
his name. “Are not you Israelites the same to me as the Cushites?” declares the Lord. “Did I not bring Israel up from Egypt,
the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir? “Surely the eyes of the Sovereign Lord are on the sinful kingdom. I
will destroy it from the face of the earth. Yet I will not totally destroy the descendants of Jacob,” declares the Lord. “For I
will give the command, and I will shake the people of Israel among all the nations as grain is shaken in a sieve, and not a
pebble will reach the ground. All the sinners among my people will die by the sword, all those who say, ‘Disaster will not
overtake or meet us.’

GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:1-9

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their
sacrifices. Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they
suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the tower
in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless
you repent, you too will all perish.” Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to
look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ “ ‘Sir,’ the man
replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut
it down.’ ”
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