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Theme: Faith to Step Into the Future Pastor Kendall Meyer

FIRST READING: Joshua 3:1-17

Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before
crossing over. After three days the officers went throughout the camp, giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the
covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. Then
you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits
between you and the ark; do not go near it.” Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do
amazing things among you.” Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So
they took it up and went ahead of them. And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today | will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so
they may know that | am with you as | was with Moses. Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the
edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river’” Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the
Lord your God. This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the
earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. And as
soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing
downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the
ark of the covenant went ahead of them. Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who
carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled
up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of
the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. The priests who carried
the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until
the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.
After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. Shortly before dawn
Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,”
they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,”
Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water
and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save mel!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” And when they
climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of
God/”
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